
Heritage Garden
and House Tour

to benefit the maintenance of  
Glocester Heritage Society Properties 

including the Job Armstrong Store, 
the future home of the Dorr Rebellion Museum

at the Pettingill/ Mason House and 
the Evans schoolhouse

SATURDAY

June 24, 2006
9am-3pm

Rain or Shine



Mercantile
Host: Eileen & Charlie Wilson

Believed to be a 1700’s trad-
ing post, this building fea-
tures hand-hewn beams,
three original fireplaces, and
a beehive oven. The build-
ing was built in at least five
stages.  The Carlton family
resided here before it
became a hardware store

and electric shop.  It now hous-
es antiques and collectibles
and is known as the Town
Trader.

1. Job Armstrong Store

1181 Putnam Pike,
Chepachet

Non-profit
Host: Rose LaVoie, 
GHS president

Built about 1813, this building
was the largest of the thirteen
dry goods and grocery stores
operating during the early
1800’s in Chepachet, with four
to five clerks working full-time.
This is the current headquarters
for the Glocester Heritage
Society and serves as a tourist
center for Tour and town
information. Tour buttons may
be purchased here the day of
the event.

2. Lydia Slocum House

1177 Putnam Pike,
Chepachet



Mercantile
Host: Debbie Johnson
For 150 years, this was a
working farm, first for Doty
Evans and, later, for
William Hopkins and his
daughter Ella.  The latter
family owned the business
currently known as Brown
& Hopkins General Store.

Ella was renowned for hosting
travelers.  Many a bachelor
stayed here while courting his
bride to be. Open on day of
event from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
only.

Private home
Host: Frank Williams

Built before 1753 by Col.
Asa Kimball, who served in
the French and
Revolutionary Wars, this
charming Colonial Cape is
set back from the road and
overlooks the Baptist
Meetinghouse.

3. Johnson Farm/Doty Evans Homestead

33 Money Hill Road,
Chepachet

4. Col. Asa Kimball House

1229 Putnam Pike,
Chepachet



Non-profit
Host: Edna Kent
Glocester Town
Historian

Robert Leach
Architect

This is the centerpiece of the Tour.
The RI Historical and Preservation
Commission, Champlain
Foundations, Blackstone River
Valley National Heritage Corridor,
Town of Glocester, Battle
Foundation, and generosity of
many private donors have fostered
this restoration.  Built circa 1750,
the structure is a five bay, 12 room,
2.5 story Colonial with center
chimney, five fireplaces, smoke
chamber, beehive oven, and 19th
century ell.  Heavy timber frame
(post & beam) and chimney, hand-
hewn timbers, narrow stairways
with steep risers, and wide plank
floorboards are significant.  Share in
the stories of the Mason family and
Dorr Rebellion while Touring.

1043 Putnam Pike
Chepachet

5. The future Dorr Rebellion Museum 
in the Pettingell/ Mason House



Private gardens
Host: Marg Peterson

Overlooking Cherry Valley, this
working farm can be traced back
to agrarian roots of Glocester.
John Fenner had a slave named
Yockwhy (who was one of the
very few slaves in Glocester).
The Peterson family moved to
the farm in 1965 and restored
the house, improving the
grounds and fields as well.
They called their place
Greyledge Farm, feeling it was
appropriate both due to the
topography of the land and also
because they discovered that
butter was once made here
under that name.

Private gardens
Host:Carolyn and William
Farnum

Meticulously maintained
country gardens celebrate
northerly zoned vegetables and
flowers. A pond shelters native
wildflowers within a shady
wood.  The home backdrop of a
log cabin makes a picturesque
setting for blueberry and
rhubarb cultivation as well as a
little homemade wine. 

6. Brown/ Fenner/
Burlingame House

471 Chopmist Hill Road
Chepachet

7. Farnum’s Gardens

150 Paris Irons Road
Chepachet



Private gardens
Host: Jeff Rossi, 
Master Gardener

This decade-old garden
emulates the feeling of age in
an era of new construction. The
garden is viewed at it best
during the early morning or late
afternoon because large trees
surround the open area and
cast a pleasing, filtered light.  

Private gardens
Host: Cheryl Cadwell
Master Gardener,
GreenSource garden columnist

Landscaped following the
principles of sustainable
gardening, these diverse and
flower-filled gardens are used
to demonstrate to other
gardeners that having a
beautiful garden does not
require environmentally
harmful practices or a lot of
hard work.  Choosing tough,
disease resistant plants makes
gardening easier and produces
a garden that is attractive
throughout the seasons.

8. The Rossi Home

780 Durfee Hill Road
Chepachet

9, Bittersweet Cottage Garden

Sawmill Road
Harmony



10. Blueberry Pointe  on the Lake

Private gardens
Host: Carolyn Fortuna,
Steve Hanley

Blueberry Pointe on the Lake
is on a two-acre lake island.
Built as a bass-fishing camp
around 1929, the property has
a natural umbrella of shade
from century-old oak trees
and is landscaped with
informal perennial gardens.  A
sunny and manicured private
white sand beach with dock is
on the eastern side of the
island and faces the Scotsun
shoreline contribution to the
Glocester Land Trust.  The
rocky western exposure of the
island faces an undeveloped
shoreline donated by the
Hopkins family to the
Glocester Land Trust.

115 Sand Dam Road
Chepachet

Buffet luncheon
is served here.



Goat farm and merchantile
Host: Carolyn & Ray Lapointe

Mini-Nubian goats, salad mixes
of different varieties, seasonally
unique vegetables, handmade
goat soap and lotions are some
of the specialties of this special
site.  Four mother goats have
spring broods, and visitors are
welcomed to hand-feed the
young, making this a really
friendly Tour site.y

11. Glocester Greens & Goats

1535 Snake Hill Road,
Glocester, RI



Mercantil
Host: Debbie Pierson Luchka
and Steve Luschka

Woodbridge Greenhouses is a
garden center providing zone
appropriate advice and plants
for southern New England
gardeners.  Visit the four
greenhouses, ranging from
annuals through perennials,
and discover new ways to make
your own garden spectacular. 

portable
Working farm and petting zoo
Host:

After a long day of Touring, stop
by Bonniedale Farms.  Farm
animals and pony rides will
appeal to any young ones in
your group, and the wide
variety of Western apparel,
boots, and clothing are hard to
find items in this day and age of
corporate apparel.

12. Woodbridge Nursery

1046 Hartford Pike
[corner of 101 & 102] 

N. Scituate

13. Bonniedale Farms

Snake Hill Road
N. Scituate



Mercantile
Host: Kristin Orr

Fair, rich confusion is all the aim
of the quintessential English
perennial garden, and the
greater the confusion, the
richer.  Cottage gardens emerge
when hundreds of perennials in
each of the 66 gardens bloom in
succession in all colors of the
alphabet without stopping from
May to November. This defies
formality and rigid lines.
However, there also are very
“designed” gardens in Celtic
Knots and Labyrinths.  So, bring
your camera and be prepared
to learn about perennials,
strawberries, organic gardening,
and a deeply-rooted work ethic
for one strong woman to save
her 1000-acre farm.

14. Quintessential Gardens at Fort Hill Farms

260 Quaddick Road
Thompson, CT


